1/18/22, 12:37 PM Mitigating human-wildlife conflict must factor in incentives for local communities | The Indian Express

N

Rlovts T he IndianeEXPREsSS
'+ Y Rt

Home / Opinion / Columns / Mitigating human-wildlife conflict must factor in incentives for local
communities

Mitigating human-wildlife
conflict must factor in
incentives for local
communities

Get The Indian Express e-Paper
delivered via email, WhatsApp or on
app daily. You can also access on web.

Already have an account? Sign in

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-wildlife-conservation-man-animal-conflict-6284802/ 1/15


https://indianexpress.com/
https://tamil.indianexpress.com/
https://bengali.indianexpress.com/
https://malayalam.indianexpress.com/
https://www.jansatta.com/
https://www.loksatta.com/
https://www.facebook.com/indianexpress
https://twitter.com/indianexpress
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C22uOoGbmYbnKJq3K3LUPwuCTgAaNuMGbZ4TO3fyRDsiGtLQBEAEggp3WDGDlyuWDtA6gAf77wdIByAEBqQLw_jbe3exMPqgDAcgDywSqBNQCT9AmX7QKmLXKruxZdXFW-Sp8iTg0hvSB4BlRGUknO0B7UrhPCJaAF-hXwx5A7tjum_RxLzguOGETj5ZIbhdCW9I0PooJbGKgSzM5JpnR_oSxM_wphlgSFZS99Nys2FMV8wjGeJ2sG2GnQIaJxFJBtM62IZGpoQ4qC0QV5BexS9YaXqgopc8rz5gK8PqRSD8sr_BBPpFfax4_sY0OyrrIQWkjeqLwBCqMsEu-aeiCYWm0wGEJD6GK61hxWZz3-lHGRYG4-IzRqoIkCi21J61Pick7BNfPU-QelpEe6Niw8xLlDszOfvu0W_JgmOyuUtov2jYJzJCx4b4AluzfurbuAP3eo2T5Mln6BISFANcPKy2tmqJyQQj1Y4m_mVLudPqw8VQ8bKS3ken4Pgqg49Zxz59-tJbuJf7MGL_HieTQuXL0KSeSFt6Xqbg_3yVdWbjf4UQpMsAEg42pzO0DkAYBgAfqg76tAogHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIBggAEAIYGrEJjI8vi4MIaY-ACgGYCwHICwG4DAGiEz8KOAgDQAFSCAoGEgQIARABaNuun5ncGnIhEh8gAigBOAJA39-qlDZYAWj-__________8BgAEBmAEDGgMKATDYEwOIFAHQFQGYFgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3EfZkZSHZYoCE264FJzYCCWMtWwPU4xAN81G_YNJQSgg2eZh4ovd9ckfdPT8lmIBMUnvIpu-SMyQ113PV8iBSp9uz9bHUj9aRRrWGk6Peg0UkncFYUJ63stnb03ODVJxfWj-oYc_AC2EEy8u1y9xLC0RevA4&sig=AOD64_29-4lZJGGdt2_utzOm9rCE7dySZw&client=ca-pub-9517772455344405&nb=1&adurl=https://www.railrestro.com/%3Fgclid%3DCjwKCAiAxJSPBhAoEiwAeO_fP5AK5hAU9CPAi2yoOk7I6C4_r4Ydy0q3gPItkz6OqN5IIxFsOujOWhoC6dwQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C22uOoGbmYbnKJq3K3LUPwuCTgAaNuMGbZ4TO3fyRDsiGtLQBEAEggp3WDGDlyuWDtA6gAf77wdIByAEBqQLw_jbe3exMPqgDAcgDywSqBNQCT9AmX7QKmLXKruxZdXFW-Sp8iTg0hvSB4BlRGUknO0B7UrhPCJaAF-hXwx5A7tjum_RxLzguOGETj5ZIbhdCW9I0PooJbGKgSzM5JpnR_oSxM_wphlgSFZS99Nys2FMV8wjGeJ2sG2GnQIaJxFJBtM62IZGpoQ4qC0QV5BexS9YaXqgopc8rz5gK8PqRSD8sr_BBPpFfax4_sY0OyrrIQWkjeqLwBCqMsEu-aeiCYWm0wGEJD6GK61hxWZz3-lHGRYG4-IzRqoIkCi21J61Pick7BNfPU-QelpEe6Niw8xLlDszOfvu0W_JgmOyuUtov2jYJzJCx4b4AluzfurbuAP3eo2T5Mln6BISFANcPKy2tmqJyQQj1Y4m_mVLudPqw8VQ8bKS3ken4Pgqg49Zxz59-tJbuJf7MGL_HieTQuXL0KSeSFt6Xqbg_3yVdWbjf4UQpMsAEg42pzO0DkAYBgAfqg76tAogHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIBggAEAIYGrEJjI8vi4MIaY-ACgGYCwHICwG4DAGiEz8KOAgDQAFSCAoGEgQIARABaNuun5ncGnIhEh8gAigBOAJA39-qlDZYAWj-__________8BgAEBmAEDGgMKATDYEwOIFAHQFQGYFgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3EfZkZSHZYoCE264FJzYCCWMtWwPU4xAN81G_YNJQSgg2eZh4ovd9ckfdPT8lmIBMUnvIpu-SMyQ113PV8iBSp9uz9bHUj9aRRrWGk6Peg0UkncFYUJ63stnb03ODVJxfWj-oYc_AC2EEy8u1y9xLC0RevA4&sig=AOD64_29-4lZJGGdt2_utzOm9rCE7dySZw&client=ca-pub-9517772455344405&nb=0&adurl=https://www.railrestro.com/%3Fgclid%3DCjwKCAiAxJSPBhAoEiwAeO_fP5AK5hAU9CPAi2yoOk7I6C4_r4Ydy0q3gPItkz6OqN5IIxFsOujOWhoC6dwQAvD_BwE
https://indianexpress.com/
https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/
https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/columns/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Findianexpress.com%2Farticle%2Fopinion%2Fcolumns%2Findia-wildlife-conservation-man-animal-conflict-6284802%2F
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Findianexpress.com%2Farticle%2Fopinion%2Fcolumns%2Findia-wildlife-conservation-man-animal-conflict-6284802%2F&text=Mitigating%20human-wildlife%20conflict%20must%20factor%20in%20incentives%20for%20local%20communities&via=IndianExpress
https://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Findianexpress.com%2Farticle%2Fopinion%2Fcolumns%2Findia-wildlife-conservation-man-animal-conflict-6284802%2F&title=Mitigating%20human-wildlife%20conflict%20must%20factor%20in%20incentives%20for%20local%20communities
https://indianexpress.com/
https://indianexpress.com/
https://indianexpress.com/section/india/
https://indianexpress.com/section/world/
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/
https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/
https://indianexpress.com/section/sports/
https://indianexpress.com/section/entertainment/
https://indianexpress.com/section/lifestyle/
https://indianexpress.com/about/express-premium/
https://indianexpress.com/videos/
https://indianexpress.com/section/explained/
https://indianexpress.com/audio/
https://indianexpress.com/subscribe/
https://indianexpress.com/login/
javascript:void(0);
https://indianexpress.com/
javascript:void(0);
https://indianexpress.com/subscribe/
https://indianexpress.com/login/

1/18/22, 12:37 PM Mitigating human-wildlife conflict must factor in incentives for local communities | The Indian Express

\\\ Home India World Cities Opinion

SUBSCRIBE

India today has the largest population of the tiger. (Express Photo)

Any human-wildlife conflict affects both the sides often in tragic ways, like the
death of four tigers in Mhadei, Goa, and the reported arrest of the locals who
poisoned the animals after their complaints were not attended to in a way it shu
have been. Pramod Sawant, the chief minister of Goa, reportedly said that, “we
demarcate and fence the borders of the wildlife sanctuaries” in order to end 80
cent of the problem. Although the intentions are good, this isn’t a solution. Tige:
not understand boundaries made for administrative purposes. What happens v

a tiger goes “outside” and kills cattle?
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but to also use human-use landscapes. Fhisrationaleisrasoldras:tigerseandhurr
are in India. People have accepted this, and incorporated it in 0 sjsscriicire. All o
deities have animals associated with them; 1t shows the inclusion of these anim
in our mind space. The Velip community.in Goa worship the tigers and this prau
is done even today, although it was started at a time when tigers were still press
all over Goa. When my parents had taken me to the Verne temple in 1968, on th
top — near a spring — there was a tiger. My frightened family ran down and w
they told the temple priests about the animal, the response was acknowledgme:

Yes, he comes to drink water.

People have always shared space with wildlife in India. No doubt, the repercus:
are sometimes very serious like it happened in Mhadei. However, the solutions
elsewhere, not in fencing the land which neither people nor tigers will adhere t
tiger can get over the fence just as much as a human can. The best way forward
to ensure that the locals view an engagement with tigers as a path towards

development: This is something the administration can definitely do as has bee
shown in many other tiger reserves, including in Maharashtra. The health mini
Vishwajit Rane, in whose constituency the tiger carcasses were found, called thi
creation of the tiger reserve as a measure against development. But that is beca
we have not seen the money that the tigers can bring in. Unlike activities such ¢
mining, tigers are a renewable resource. They are always going to be there, anc
will the rivers and the forests, giving the local people income and development

as long as there are tigers.
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But this model has to be one which ensures that the benefits of tourism go direc
to the communities in that landscape. Many other states have adopted this mod
where the money that comes in from tourism goes into the Tiger Conservation
Fund, which in turn is used for the development of the local villages — as has b
done in Tadoba tiger reserve, Maharashtra. Crores of rupees that come in yearl
are also used to provide training to the local youth, to better the services in the
villages around the tiger reserve. The tiger reserve staff facilitate these
development activities for the locals. There is no way the locals will then grudg

their tigers, if the benefits are there for all to see.
Opinion | Bit by bit, reclaiming a forest for its wildlife

In the short term, compensation procedures need to be improved. The

communication and interaction between the forest department and the locals h

to be improved. In Maharashtra, a decade ago, the compensation amount was
—and the nrocesswas cumhersome agwell agtime consuming Todav a helnline
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the service process, the people don’t complain muehiBeaauserdhel knewithey a

getting their services/compensation in a proper time-bound ma-zi:s¢

The solutions are simple: Inclusive development with a long-term vision that ca
for the environment. It is about better public services in terms of transparency,
accountability and genuine assistance. After all, we are talking about communi
who need to be custodians of the tigers and tigers who can, in turn, provide the

communities much-needed development in remote areas.

Editorial | The right count: National Tiger Conservation Authority

acknowledges need for greater transparency in census. Now, bring in peer

review
BANGALORE NEWS
1 Karnataka government 2 Grama One: Republic 3 Karnataka govt move t
says Covid-19 cases Day launch for grant Rs 320 crore for
may peak in last week of Karnataka's middlemen- Sanskrit university
January but rules out free govt services triggers row
lockdown centres

More from Banga

This article first appeared in the print edition on February 25, 2020 under the ti

‘Man with wild’. The writer is an ecologist with WCS, India.
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